EREGHASELE H$625 20071F1248
Journal of Nagano Prefectural College, No.62, December 2007

REREHASE

B ILA O Sl E O TN D PER IS 5 KR
The Support for the Mowing Work of the Elderly People
in Depopulated Mountainous Area
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Abstract: Aging of farmers in Japan have increased abandoned field and food self-
sufficiency ratio has decreased. Thus, agricultural machines are necessary for the elderly
farmers because of the decline of their physical strength and muscular power. At the same
time the machines should keep their safety. One of them, the bush cutter can remove
weeds in the field, however it can sometimes injure the farmers by the rotary blade. In ad-
dition, it is dangerous to work at the sloping ground in mountainous area because the
farmers might fall by slipping on the weeds. Nevertheless some farmers do not wear safety
equipments such as the protectors and the eye guard during the job. Burden of most farm-
ers in the middle mountainous area is not small because of shortage of man power and
they cannot keep their successor. Thus they have made their farm rough against their
will. This study verified the necessity of safety provision and conditions for elderly people

T380-8525 & EFTT =44 8-49-7

7L Yoshie SHIMODAIRA

and shows the necessity of human support for the elderly farmers.
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