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Construction of PC learning model
for the aged residents in depopulation area
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Abstract : In this study, we held the computer literacy lessons for elderly people in Nakajo
village, Nagano, following the past study of PC usability for the aged. We prepared PC
room and support staff for them. Average age of the students was a little younger than
the first time. And some of students have used Word Processor before. Thus, they told af-
ter the lesson that their past experience influenced to their evaluation of PC usability. It
also became clear that they need clear purpose to use PC and troubleshooter to continue
using PC at home. When they do not have both or one of them, they would not continue
to use PC after the lesson. In other words, they need reason to use computer for everyday
life, not only for learning skill to use PC. Additional investigation to the entire household
in the village conducted in parallel showed that number of PC owners in the village is par-
tial. Some of owners often use PC to collect local information by the Internet. Thus, using
computer network can become the method to share the village local information. We can
suggest the next three points of view for applying IT into village in Aging as the conclu-
sion. 1) Increasing infrastructure and number of PC is needed as a backbone in the local
area. 2) Elderly people need their own curriculum to learn the computer literacy, not same
as younger people. 3) Clear purpose and local support for the elderly people are needed to

continue using PC at home.
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in depopulation area
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