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COGNITION OF WEIGHT CONSERVATION AND CONTRADICTION

Shoichi KUSAKA

The purposes of this study were (1) to examine how non-conservers (or im--
complete conservers) dissolved or solved “real contradictions”, i.e. the contradic-
tion that they experienced when they were faced with conservation phenomena,
and (2) to attempt to construct conservation schemata through these contra-
diction and practical action. This study placed special emphasis on the arguments
for conservation (e.g. “identités simples ou additives”, “réversibilité par inver-
sion” and “compensation”), The results showed that : (1) Imconplete conservers
could solve “real contradictions” by means of their conservation schemata,
but nonconservers could not. These findings suggested that the role of these
contradictions was to induce or reactivate the exsisting schemata (or arguments
for conservation) rather than to construct new conservation schemata. (2)
The contradiction, however, appeared to serve to construct new schemata in
cooperation with practical actions, but this supposition required further study.
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4 T. A. —_ % — — 4 + — + _
5 | T. Y. - — - - + + - - =
GROUP 2 6 | H. K. + + + + + + - - =
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11 T. S. +% % + + + + + 4 +
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