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Behavior Analysis in the Field of Early Childhood Education

Tsutomu Funta*

Abstract: The behavior analysis founded by B. F. Skinner (1904-1990) is one of
the most widely recognized approaches to the study of human behavior. The past
three decades have witnessed an extensive body of scientific literature which docu-
ments the successful application of behavior-analysis technology to educational
settings. However, in spite of this, very few Japanese preschools make use of behavior
analysis or its techniques in an educational setting.

This paper presented fundamental assumptions and basic techniques (reinforce-
ment and extinction) of behavior analysis for preschool teachers and college students

who will be engaged in early childhood education.
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