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An Application Software for Understanding the Behaviors of a Computer :
Its Development and Evaluation as Teaching Material

Mizue Kavama* and Michio Sumizu*

Abstract :

We have made an application software for demonstrating the behaviors

of a model computer proposed by Nakamura and Shimizu. We have been using this
software for teaching computer literacy to beginners and have evaluated its useful-

ness.

As a result we found that this software was helpful to the learners in understanding
the basic behaviors of the model computer and the roles of the elements of the model
computer such as the adder and the address decoder. Our software turned out to be
also effective in helping the learners to realize the necessity of programming in a

thoroughly logical and efficient way.
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