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The real situation of undestandings of software learners
about functions, roles and interrelations of information devices.

Mizue KAYAME

For the purpose of investigating how software-learners understand the functions,
roles and interrelations of five information devices of a computer (a hard disk, a
floppy disk, a CRT display, a key board and a printer), we carried out a questionnaire
reserch.

We made the subject of investigation on 44 students of 15 weeks lessons about the
computer literacy, and requested them to answer the questionnaire five times.

In the each questionnaire, we showed our students the picture demonstrated five
information devices and requested each of them to draw a line between devices that
had specific relations. And we requested them to explain the reason why they gave
lines.

As results, we found that roles of auxiliary memories (a hard disk and a floppy
disk) were very difficult for students to understand, while the roles of some of input/
outout devices (a printer and a key board) were relatively easy. So it was made clear
that, in their stage of early lessons, we had to explain repeatedly auxiliary devices in
order to give them clear understandings of ones and to avoid difficulties of them
following the contents of the lessons given later.

Through these results, if we practice these researches in the progress of our lessons
we think that we can improve our instructional design to make learners understand
easily and correctly.
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