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An Analysis of Imitative Words in “The Restaurant of Many Orders”

WK B, B HJ Noboru SHIMIZU and Zhou GUIFANG

Abstract: Imitative words are more extensively used in Japanese language than in any other language.
This paper analyzes the imitative words used in “The Restaurant of Many Orders” written by Kenji
Miyazawa. From the viewpoint of styles, imitation words can be classified into the following six styles-
basic word repeated style, long sound added style, syllabic nasal added style, double consonant added
style, “ri” added style, and others. Miyazawa often and skillfully uses imitative words in his juvenile
stories in describing humans and nature. By using imitative words he effectively represents sounds,
behaviors, and mental states. This paper shows the concrete examples of the imitative words used by
Miyazawa and takes consideration of their effects.
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