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More an.d more, because of this our blind
faith in machinery, because of our want of
light to enable us to look beyond machinery
to the end for which méchinery is valuable,
this and that man, and this and that body
of men, all over the country, are beginning
- to assert and put in practice an English-
man’s right to do what he likes ; Ais right
to march where he likes, meet where he likes,
enter where he likes, hoot as he likes, threaten

as he likes, smash as he likes. All this, I say,
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tends to an anarchy. 9 (italics mine)
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Having, Isay, at the bottom of our English
hearts a very strong belief in freedom, and
a very weak belief in right reason, we are
soon silenced when a man pleads the prime
right to do as helikes, because this is the
prime right for ourselves too. ®
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By our best self we are united, impersonal,
at harmony. We are in no peril from giving
authority to this, because it is the truest
friend we all of us can have ; and when
anarchy is a danger to us, to this authority
we may turn with sure trust. Well, and
this is the very self which culture, or the
study of perfection, seeks to developinus;
at the expense of our old untransformed
self, taking pleasure only in doing what it
likes or is used to do, and exposing us to
tile risk of clashing with every one else
who is doing the same | So that our poor
culture, which is flouted as so unpractical,
leads us to the very ideas capable of meeting
the great want of our present embarrassed
times | We want an authority, and we find
nothing but jealous classes, checks, and a
deadlock ; culture suggests the idea of the
State. We find no basis for a firm State-
power in our ordinary selves ; culture sug-

ests one to us in our best self.?
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This is the old story of our system of checks
and every Englishman doing as he likes,
which we have already seen to have been
convenient enough so long as there were
only the Barbarians and the Philistines to
do what they liked, but to be getting
inconvenient, and productive of anarchy,
now that the Populace wants to do what it
likes too. 10
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‘What Isayis, notthat Hellenism isalways
for everybody more wanted than Hebraism,
but that for the Rev, W.Cattle at this
particular moment, and for the great ma-
jority of us his fellow-countrymen, it is
more wanted. 12
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A line of poetry, which Mr. Robert Bu-
chanan throws in presently after the
poetical prose I have quoted, —

‘Tis the old story of the fig-leaf time—
this fine line, too, naturally connects itself,
when one is in the East of London, with
the idea of God's desire to swarm the earth
with beings ; because the swarming of the
earth with beings does indeed, in the East
of London, so seem to revive the old story
of the fig-leaf time, such a number of the
people one meets there having hardly a rag
to cover them ; and the more the swarming
goes on, the more it promises to revive this

old story. 14
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Culture, disinterestedly trying, in its aim
at perfection, to see things as they really
are, sees how worthy and divine a thing
is the religious side in man, though it is

not the whole of man. 18
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If a man without books or reading, or read-
ing nothing but his letters and the news-
papers, gets neverthless a fresh and free
play of the best thoughts upon his stock
notions and habits, he has got culture. He
has got that for which we prize and rec-
ommend culture ; he has got that which at
the present moment we seek culture that
it may give us. This inward operation is
the very life and essence of culture, as we

conceive it. 1
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We, indeed, pretend to educate no one, for
we are still engaged in trying to clear and
educate ourselves. But we are sure that the
endeavour to reach, through culture, the
firm intelligible law of things, — we are
sure that the detaching ourselves from our
stock notions and habits, — that a more
free play of comsciousness, an increased
desire for sweetness and light, and all the
bent which we call Hellenising, is the
master-impulse even now of the life of our
nation and of humanity, — somewhat
obscurely perhaps for this actual moment,
but decisively and certainly for the imme-
diate future ; and that those who work for

this are the sovereign educators.1”
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