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Falconry in the Various Domains of Shinshu
—The Falcon Book of the Matsushiro Domain’s Nezu Family—
Yasuko NIHONMATSU
Studying the direct descendants of the Nezu family who became senior vassals of
the Matsushiro domain in the early modern period, this paper examines anecdotes
related to the founder of this family and the cultural traditions related to falconry,
which this family has been involved in for generations. The research is based on
newly sourced materials in the possession of Yasuo Nezu. In other words, because
Yukinao Nezu, the founder of this family, attended closely on Nobuyuki Sanada,
who would eventually become the first feudal lord of the Matsushiro domain, his
descendants were appointed for generations by the Matsushiro domain as feudal
warriors who received stipends equivalent to those of the chief retainers.
Furthermore, this family took part in falconry, and it has passed down several books
on falconry. Among these books, this paper features texts that have numerous
narrative descriptions, and it compares the transmitted stories of falconry described
in these books, with similar stories seen in other falconry books passed down in
other branch families of the same Nezu family. It also compares them with similar
stories of other serving clans or similar stories that appear in picture inscriptions
that appear to be the work of gozanso monks. The comparison reveals that the
falconry books of this family has content that is closer to the texts circulated among
intellectuals in Kyoto during the Muromachi period than to the falconry books of
the same family that were passed down to falconry masters. It is conjectured that
there is a possibility that the Matsushiro domain, which appointed to high office this
family that possessed such falconry traditions, emphasized cultural education over

practical knowledge when it came to falconry.



